
Sing when you’re winning…

Wolves players give tournament extra bite

At the end of June, our choir beat off stiff competition from some 
of the UK’s largest law firms to win the Legal Harmony singing 
contest at Southwark Cathedral.

The national competition saw five choirs compete against each other  
in the final, with Higgs’ being judged the best. The singers were not the 
only winners however, as the choir used the competition to raise funds 
for this year’s charity of the year, the Alzheimer’s Society.

“Singing at Legal Harmony was a great platform to raise funds for  
the Alzheimer’s Society,” comments Nyree Applegarth who along with  
Alice Hall, helped co-ordinate the choir’s activities.

“All in all this was a real team effort and it is so pleasing that all our hard 
work was rewarded by being crowned Legal Harmony champions.”  

The ninth Charity Football Tournament in June saw  
the appearance of three ex-Wolves players. 

Blessed by glorious sunshine, 40 teams gathered at 
Stourbridge Rugby club to take part in what is now a much 
anticipated fixture in the Higgs charity calendar.

“We were thrilled that so many teams from local businesses  
and professional organisations got involved once again,”  
states partner, Richard Griffiths.

“With the appearance of three former Wolves players, this year’s 
competition was bigger and better than ever.”

“The firm does so much to support charities throughout the 
region,” comments Tim Jones, head of CSR. “And it is fantastic 
to know that this event not only supported Higgs’ chosen 
charity, the Alzheimer’s Society to the tune of £3800, but also 
helped to raise the profile of another worthy cause. This is what 
makes the Higgs & Sons football tournament such a highlight  
in the region’s calendar.”

Welcome to this special edition of Community Matters, which throws a spotlight  
on Higgs & Sons’ successful Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) programme.

Last year saw quizzers quizzed, gardens dug, races run and even chickens… cooped, 
all in the name of charity. And this year has already seen some fantastic successes…
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Thanks to Richard, Clare Griffiths, Sarah Cornick and to all those 
who helped make the day such a success.

Ex Wolvers players Mel Eves, Dale Rudge and Jody Craddock 
who turned out for recruitment company Firs4Staff, will be 
supporting Higgs & Sons once again on the 20th September 
when Wolves’ All Stars take to the pitch against a Higgs XI. 



Charity support was relentless throughout 2014 and Higgs’ 
people gave a huge amount in terms of time and effort to 
help support good causes.

It was a case of best foot forward for those who took part in the 
Birmingham half marathon in October… at a slightly more sedate 
pace, the Birmingham Legal Walk saw 15 take part thanks to the 
efforts of Mark Parsons.

We were just as active at the BITC Give and Gain Day in May 
when Higgs teamed up with Eriks Industrial Services to support 
youngsters taking part in a range of activities in the summer 
sunshine… and at a time when it is traditional to put one’s feet 
up, our people showed that holidays were no excuse to slow 
down as they collected for the Black Country food bank in the 
run up to both Easter and Christmas.

Several local schools also benefitted from our support: in August 
we helped St James school in Wollaston resurrect its wildlife 
garden, and the ‘Read to Succeed’ programme at Hawbush 
primary school was also a tremendous success. Thanks to 
Carole Maddock for her efforts in this key area, and indeed 
thanks to all who supported our activities throughout another 
busy and successful year.

As you know our charity of the year for the past two years was The Prince’s 
Trust, and in an incredible 24 months we raised £27,106.50 –  last year’s total  
of £15,004.95 represented a record for Higgs & Sons.

Sonia Kaur, Corporate Partnership Manager for The Prince’s Trust, said of the relationship: 
“I am overwhelmed by the commitment Higgs & Sons has shown to The Prince’s Trust. 
You have dramatically influenced our work and have helped us support more young 
people than ever before.”

Over to you
Head of our Corporate Social Responsibility programme Tim Jones is clear what lies at 
the heart of such an incredible programme – the Higgs’ staff! 

“The success of the CSR programme is down to our people who each year demonstrate 
a clear desire to help the community in which they live and work – community really does 
matter here at Higgs & Sons.”

Q: Who has had the most No 1 
Christmas singles in the UK*? 

If this is the sort of trivia 
that you can rattle off with 
the consummate ease of a 
Mastermind champion, then the 
Higgs’ annual charity quiz which 
attracted over 50 teams  
to Dudley last October, is just  
for you.

“All who attended had a superb 
evening,” commented Tim Jones. 

“So thanks to our clients and contacts for their support. It was 
absolutely brilliant.”

A spokesperson for The Prince’s Trust said the £5,041 raised 
would help more young people in Dudley to find the skills 
needed to overcome barriers and move into work, education  
or training.

Thanks go to Helen Hill, John Smith and the Higgs trainees  
for their hard work in making the night such a success.

*If you answered either Cliff Richard or the St Winifred’s school 
choir, then you may need to ‘gen up’ before this year’s event. 
Answer at the foot of page 4.

The thought of 38 lycra-clad solicitors heading towards your 
front door is enough to make anyone reach for a restraining 
order. Thankfully former Man Utd skipper, Rio Ferdinand 
did not have to resort to such drastic measures despite his 
house being the target for Higgs’ charity cyclists in June.

The exercise-bike ‘Race to Rio’ pitted two teams of 19 against each 
other and despite the Brazilian theme, the Rio in question was the 
aforementioned footballer’s Cheshire based home. 

Honor Giles who helped organise the event said: “The event was 
lots of fun and we raised £1,022 for the Prince’s Trust.”

In total, both teams cycled over 250 miles each, with the partners’ 
team winning the race by just 0.4 miles… though who won the 
accolade of ‘best in lycra’ is still to be decided.

A focus in 2014 was 
St Chads, a charity 
that provides a range 
of services to the area 
including residential 
schemes for people 
with mental health 
issues and victims  
of domestic abuse. 

During the year we supported them in a number of innovative 
ways: Nyree Applegarth helped to organise the building of a 
chicken coop and a remodelling of their garden; Alison Chaloner 
organised a Christmas party, whilst a series of cooking workshops 
proved a real recipe for success.

Despite rumours of a betting scandal being behind 
Higgs’ defeat in both football focussed events held 
last year, they helped to put more than £8,000 into the 
charity coffers.

In June over 350 professionals from businesses across 
the region helped to make Higgs’ annual charity football 
tournament a real success. Later in the year, a team of 
Aston Villa Old Stars helped to make it a real ‘family fun day’ 
at Stourbridge Football Club where more than 300 people 
enjoyed children’s activities, football coaching and a raffle,  
as well as the little matter of the football. 

The game, which raised more than £4,000 was won by the 
former Villa men. Reports that Higgs was ‘overly charitable’  
to Villa following last season’s FA cup final performance,  
cannot be confirmed

A year for giving 
and gaining

Record breakers

Let’s get quizzical

Road to Rio

Eggs & bakin’On the ball

2014... …a record breaking year

August
•  Collection for the refuge – 

return to school clothes

September
•  Memory Walk for Alzheimer’s 

Society 

•  All Stars Family Fun Day

October
•  Charity Quiz 

•  Birmingham half marathon 

December
•  Christmas gift collection for 

the Haven 

•  Christmas Carol Event

2015 
activities

It is fitting that in the year we 
raised a record amount for 
charity, H&S was not only 
highly commended for its CSR 
by the BITC but Tim Jones 
was awarded the CSR Director 
of the Year Award by the West 
Midlands IoD.*

Awards are not why we strive to do so much, but it is nice to be 
acknowledged, so a huge thanks to all those who helped make 
our 2014 charity and community endeavours such a resounding 
success.

(*This paragraph also received ‘Most use of acronyms in a single 
sentence’ award at the Community Matters editorial meeting, 2015)

The prize is right

Last year’s total of £15,004.95  
represented a record for Higgs & Sons



So far this year we have already had a number of incredible events including the Magna Carta Legal Walk – 10k through 
the streets of Birmingham which raised £177 – thanks to Mark Parsons and all the walkers, and a ‘cracking’ collection  
of Easter eggs for the Haven in April. But what of the highlights still to come…

We hope a proposed collaborative project with BITC to create  
a vegetable garden, children’s play area and flower garden at  
Mary Stevens’ Stourbridge premises will still bear fruit this year. 

Mary Stevens was one of our potential charities of the year and  
if the plans do take seed, it will be fantastic to offer our support  
to this incredible local charity.

Are you a quintessential quizzer, a football fanatic,  
a gargantuan gardener, might-ee with IT, a passionate 
peak perambulator or all-done with annoying 
alliteration (sorry)… then we’d like to hear from you.

We know it can be hard juggling the demands of work and 
home, but if you are able to offer a small amount of time 
to any of our events, your support will make a difference.   
We’d particularly like your support with the following:

Memory Walk for Alzheimer’s Society – 13th September. 
Cannon Hill Park.

Family Fun Day with the Wolves All Stars –  
20th September. Stourbridge FC.

Birmingham half marathon – 18th October. Birmingham.

Further details of all our events can be found by going  
to the Events Calendar on Oracle. For more information  
on Higgs’ CSR programme, contact Tim Jones –  
tim.jones@higgsandsons.co,uk.

Let’s get quizzical. Answer: The Beatles.

In addition to Easter eggs, we will be collecting school uniform 
items in August and Christmas presents at… er… Christmas,  
on behalf of the Haven refuge to help support the crucial work  
it does with families affected by domestic violence.

Football… family… food… fun… face painting. There’s plenty 
more but we’ve run out of space, so get down to Stourbridge FC 
on Sunday 20th September to find out what else is happening. 
You can even bid for a place in the team to play against the 
Wolves All Stars XI. Contact Sarah Bryan for more information – 
sarah.bryan@higgsandsons.co.uk.

Taking place on 8th October is a chance to flex your mental 
muscles and have a great time pursuing trivia with friends,  
family and colleagues.

In addition to all the incredible funds we raise through activities, 
Higgs also undertakes a huge amount of pro bono work. 

This year Natalie Marsden has agreed to become a member  
of the Birmingham Law Society Pro Bono Committee. Her role,  
in conjunction with Tim Jones is to promote the pro bono work  
we do, ensuring we make the most out of it insofar as the profile 
of the firm is concerned. 

With that in mind, Tim and Natalie would interested to know what 
we are doing from a pro bono perspective. So if you or your 
department are carrying out any pro bono work, they would like  
to hear from you. 

Are you ready for the challenge?

Green light for 
green fingers? 

Get involved

Haven sent

Family Fun Day

The annual 
Charity Quiz

Pro bono

2015...


